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N E W  A C T I O N S

C O N S O L I D A T I N G  E D U C A T I O N

Di f f e ren t  measu re s  have  been  under taken  by  our

a s soc i a t i on  to  r e l i e ve  the  Cov id  san i t a r y  s i tua t i on ,

to  bu i ld  accommodat ion  f o r  the  t eache r s  a t  Luk la ,

and  to  prov ide  measu rement s  dur ing  se i smic

ea r thquakes  a t  the  two  schoo l s .

We  a re  p leased  to  presen t  you  our  cu r ren t

p ro j ec t s  th rough  th i s  news le t te r .  

I N T E R V I E W

 M E E T I N G  W I T H  M R .  E D M O N D  F A H R N I

Pres ident  o f  a  Swi s s  NGO  “Gra ine  d ’Espo i r ”  

(Gra in  o f  Hope ) ,  Mr .  Fah rn i  i s  suppor t ing  

educa t i on  i n  Nepa l  wi th  Luk la s s  and  exp la in s  

the  r ea sons  f o r  h i s  commi tment . .

E X P E R I E N C E

D E N I S  B E R T H O L E T  :  W H A T  A  F I L M  !

Manue l l a  Maury ,  j ou rna l i s t  and  member  o f  

Luk la s s  Suppor t  Commi t tee ,  has  prepa red  the  

por t r a i t  o f  Den i s  Ber tho le t  wi th  Roma in  Gue la t

and  Gi l l e s  Abravane l  :  they  even  took  h im  up  to  

the  Dix  Mounta in  Hut  f o r  an  i n te r v i ew  !



A c c o m o d a t i o n  f o r  t h e  t e a c h e r s

V ic t im  o f  i t s  succes s ,  the  v i l l age  o f  Luk la

has  expanded  eno rmous l y  ove r  the  l a s t

f ew  yea r s  as  depa r tu re  po in t  f o r  t r ek s

towards  the  base  camp  o f  Eve re s t .  The

tou r i s t  r e so r t  i s  su f f e r ing  f r om  a  l a ck  o f

accommodat ion  f o r  worke r s .

The  t eache r s  a t  Luk la  Schoo l  have

d i f f i cu l t y  i n  f i nd ing  even  a  s imp le  f l a t  so

tha t  they  a re  f o r ced  to  l i v e  i n  t empora r y

l odg ings  tha t  a re  o f ten  improv i sed .  

The  s i tua t i on  had  become  so  se r i ous  tha t

the  schoo l  cou ld  no  l onge r  f i nd  any

teache r s .

I n  co l l abo ra t i on  wi th  Luk la  Town  Counc i l ,

wi th  Act ion  f o r  Nepa l  and  wi th  Gra ine

d ’Espo i r ,  we  have  been  ab le  to  se t  up  a

bu i ld ing  pro jec t  o f  e igh t  f l a t s  f o r  the

teache r s .  Supe r v i sed  by  our  adv i so r y

a rch i t ec t ,  Mr .  Yves  Coppey ,  the  works i t e

has  opened .
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C O N S O L I D A T I N G  E D U C A T I O N

N E W  A C T I O N S  O F  L U K L A S S . C H

“ N a m a s t é  !  M y  n a m e  i s  K r i s h n a  K u m a r i  K a t e l .  
I  a m  a  t e a c h e r  a t  L u k l a  S c h o o l .  W h e n  I  f i r s t
c a m e  h e r e ,  I  c o u l d  n o t  f i n d  a  r o o m  t o  s t a y  i n ,  
I  h a d  n o  p r i v a t e  s p a c e  e v e n  t o  c h a n g e  m y
c l o t h e s .  I t  w a s  h a r d !

T o d a y ,  I  a m  s o  h a p p y  t o  h e a r  t h a t  L u k l a s s
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  G r a i n e  d ’ E s p o i r  a n d  A c t i o n  f o r
N e p a l  a r e  b u i l d i n g  a p a r t m e n t s  f o r  u s  t e a c h e r s .
T h i s  i s  r e a l l y  m o t i v a t i n g  !  W e  w i l l  w o r k  h a r d  f o r
o u r  c h i l d r e n .  T h a n k  y o u  a l l  s o  m u c h  !
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C O N S O L I D A T I N G  H E A L T H

N E W  A C T I O N S  O F  L U K L A S S . C H

U r g e n t  r e p l y  t o  t h e  C o v i d  s i t u a t i o n
T h e  s a n i t a r y  s i t u a t i o n  r a p i d l y
d e c l i n e d  i n  2 0 2 1  w i t h  t h e  n e w  D e l t a
v a r i a n t  w h i c h  s e v e r e l y  a f f e c t e d  I n d i a
a n d  e q u a l l y  i t s  i m m e d i a t e  n e i g h b o u r ,
N e p a l .

Once  aga in ,  the  schoo l s  a t  Luk la  and

Chaur i kha rka  had  to  c lo se  f o r  ove r  s i x

months .  

Tou r i sm  was  r educed  to  ze ro  due  to  the

cance l l a t i on  o f  i n te rna t i ona l  f l i gh t s .

The  most  impor tan t  ac t i on  was  to

re spond  to  the  ex t reme  urgency  o f  the

san i t a r y  s i tua t i on  i n  the  who le  o f

So lukhumbu ,  by  supp l y ing  the  san i t a r y

and  r e sp i r a to r y  equ ipment  to  the

hea l th  cent re s ,  i n  co l l abo ra t i on  wi th

Ac t i on  f o r  Nepa l ,  the  NGO  d i rec ted  by

Lakpa  The r ing  She rpa ,  one  o f  the  f i r s t

pup i l s  o f  Luk la  Schoo l ,  and  h i s  wi fe ,  Dr .

Jangmoo  She rpa  ( see  photo ) .

An  i s o l a t i on  cent re  f o r  Cov id  cases  was

equ ipped  a t  Namche  Baza r ,  i n  the

mounta in  medica l  bu i ld ing ,  and  the

neces sa r y  mate r i a l  f o r  san i t a r y

p ro tec t i on  was  supp l i ed .  To  be  noted

tha t  i t  was  ve r y  d i f f i cu l t  to  obta in

acces s  to  oxygen ,  a  produc t  tha t  had

become  r a re  and  expens i ve .

The  th i rd  wave  o f  Omic ron  weakened  a t

the  beg inn ing  o f  Feb rua r y  2022  and  the

schoo l s  were  ab le  to  open  aga in .



C O N S O L I D A T I N G  P R E V E N T I O N

N E W  A C T I O N S  O F  L U K L A S S . C H

C o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
L a u s a n n e  ( U N I L )  

Pro fe s so r  Gyö rgy  Hetény i ,  expe r t  i n

geophys i c s  and  geo logy  o f  the  Hima laya s

and  T ibe t ,  i s  r enowned  f o r  th i s  work  i n

se i smo logy .  He  i s  ve r y  i n vo l ved  on  s i t e  i n

Nepa l .

He  has  proposed  to  i n s ta l l  se i smomete r s

on  the  bu i ld ings  o f  Luk la  and

Chaur i kha rka  Schoo l s  and  to  ho ld

cou r se s  on  se i smo log i ca l  educa t i on  and

preven t ion  f o r  the  ch i ld ren  a t  the  two

schoo l s ,  i n  co l l abo ra t i on  wi th  Dr .  Sh iba

Subed i .

UNIL  i s  cove r ing  the  expense  o f  Dr .

Subed i ’ s  t r anspo r t  and  l odg ing ,  the

o rgan i sa t i on  and  the  cou r se s ,  de l i ve r y  o f

the  mate r i a l  f o r  the  i n s ta l l a t i on ,  as  wel l

a s  the  t each ing  documenta t i on  i n

Nepa le se .  

Our  cont r ibu t i on  amount ing  to  CHF

1 ,000 . -  wi l l  cove r  the  cos t  o f  the

mate r i a l .  

T h e  p r o j e c t  o f  “ s e i s m o l o g y  a t  s c h o o l  i n  N e p a l ”
w o r k s  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  t h e  s c h o o l  c o m p l e x e s .  I t  i s
b a s e d  o n  t w o  p i l l a r s ,  t h a t  i s  :  e d u c a t i o n  a n d
s e i s m o l o g y  :

°  T r a i n i n g  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r s  o n  t h e  t e a c h i n g
t e c h n i q u e s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  e a r t h q u a k e s  a n d
t h e m e s  r e l a t e d  t o  E a r t h  s c i e n c e s

°  I n s t a l l a t i o n  a t  t h e  s c h o o l s  o f  s i m p l e  b u t  g o o d
q u a l i t y  s e i s m o m e t e r s  w h i c h  d e t e c t  e a r t h q u a k e s
a n d  c a n  b e  u s e d  d u r i n g  c l a s s  t r a i n i n g .

F u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h i s  p r o j e c t  :
h t t p : / / s e i s m o s c h o o l n p . o r g /
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E d m o n d  F a h r n i  ( s e e  p h o t o ) ,  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e
“ G r a i n e  d ’ E s p o i r ”  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  h a s  c o m m i t t e d
t o  s u p p o r t  e d u c a t i o n  i n  N e p a l ,  t h a n k s  t o  h i s
m e e t i n g  w i t h  M r .  H e r v é  R e y ,  a n  a c t i v e
m e m b e r  o f  L u k l a s s  w h o  t a l k e d  t o  h i m  a b o u t
o u r  a c t i v i t i e s .  
V e r y  g r e a t  t h a n k s  t o  t h e m  b o t h  !

A b a n d o n e d  a t  b i r t h

What  an  unusua l  backg round  and  l e s son  to  be

lea rned  f r om  Mr .  Fah rn i  !  As  a  sma l l  baby ,

Edmond  was  “g i ven ”  to  t r a ve l l i ng  baske t  weave r s

and  l i v ed  wi th  them  f o r  two  yea r s ,  a f te r  which

he  was  adopted  by  a  poor  f ami l y  i n  Morges .  At

the  age  o f  e igh t ,  the  ch i ld  unde r s tood  tha t  he

mus t  he lp  h i s  adopt i ve  pa ren t s  and  f i nd  some

sma l l  j obs .  He  works  ha rd  and  becomes  an

accountan t ,  g i v ing  cou r se s  a t  the  pro fe s s i ona l

co l l ege .  He  makes  a  b ig  i n ve s tment  i n  pub l i c

l i f e ,  becoming  f i r e  commander ,  sec re ta r y  o f

Co r s i e r  Town  Counc i l  and  as se s so r  a t  the  cou r t

o f  j u s t i ce .

H i s  d r e a m  c o m e s  t r u e  !  

Af te r  a  ch i ldhood  i n  pove r t y ,  he  dreams  o f

he lp ing  the  needy  and  one  day  he  ga in s  some

money  by  se l l i ng  a  p iece  o f  l and  tha t  had

inc reased  i n  va lue  and  f ounds  h i s  as soc i a t i on .  He

t rave l s  and  i n  pa r t i cu l a r  f i nances  a  schoo l  a t

Hunsu r  i n  sou the rn  I nd i a .  At  presen t ,  h i s

a s soc i a t i on  suppor t s  our  pro jec t  o f  cons t ruc t ing

accommodat ion  f o r  the  t eache r s  a t  Luk la  Schoo l .

We  thank  h im  warmly  f o r  h i s  gene rous

commi tment  !

" D I F F E R E N C E  B E T W E E N  T H E  I M P O S S I B L E
A N D  T H E  P O S S I B L E  L I E S  I N  M A N ' S
D E T E R M I N A T I O N  ! "       G A N D H I

M O V I N G  

M O U N T A I N S

T H E  T O U C H I N G  E X P E R I E N C E  O F  

M R .  E D M O N D  F A H R N I

E



R EN E  GR E I N E R  R E S I G N S  

A S  MEMB E R  O F  T H E  

COMM I T T E E

  
A  C H I L D H O O D  F R I E N D  O F  D E N I S  

B E R T H O L E T ,  R E N E  F O L L O W S  T H E  

E V O L U T I O N  O F  T H E  C O N S T R U C T I O N  

O F  T H E  S C H O O L S  I N  N E P A L  R I G H T  

F R O M  T H E  S T A R T .  

H E  S U P P O R T E D  T H E  A S S O C I A T I O N  

W I T H  E N T H U S I A S M  U N T I L  2 0 2 1  :  

A N  A C T I V E  I N V E S T M E N T  

T H R O U G H O U T  3 8  Y E A R S  !

R e n é  a n d  D e n i s  h a d  a  c o m m o n
p a s s i o n  –  t h e  m o u n t a i n s .  T h e y
m e t  u p  r e g u l a r l y  t o  s h a r e
a s c e n s i o n s  i n  t h e  A l p s ,  t r e k s  i n
N e p a l  a n d  t h e i r  h u m a n i s t i c
v i s i o n .  T o g e t h e r ,  t h e y  w o r k e d
h a r d  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  l a s t i n g
d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  o f
L u k l a  a n d  C h a u r i k h a r k a .

A  q u e s t i o n  o f  l u c k  !  

I f  you  ask  René  (photo  be low )  how

to  become  F inance  Di rec to r  o f

Nes t l é  i n  Japan  and  Malay s i a  wi th

t ra in ing  as  a  commerc i a l  employee

and  a  ch i ldhood  as  a  mounta in

shephe rd ,  he  wi l l  r ep l y  ve r y

modes t l y  :  “GOOD  LUCK ”  !

And  tha t  l uck  he  put  to  the  bene f i t

o f  the  as soc i a t i on  f r om  i t s

beg inn ings ,  wi th  und i sgu i sed

ene rgy ,  a  ve r y  c lea r  v i s i on  and  a

ne twork  o f  r ea l  f r i ends ,  to  whom  he

d id  not  hes i t a te  to  appea l  and  who

have  g i ven  us  the i r  con f idence .

Many  thanks  to  h im  -  and  to  a l l  the

member s ,  donor s  and  f r i ends  who

have  suppor ted  and  encou rage  the

ac t i ons  o f  our  as soc i a t i on  !
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D EN I S  B E R T HO L E T

WHA T  A  F I L M  !  

M A N U E L L A  M A U R Y  A N D  H E R  

C O L L E A G U E S ,  G I L L E S  A B R A V A N E L  

A N D  R O M A I N  G U E L A T ,  C R E A T E  A  

F I L M  T H A T  P A Y S  T R I B U T E  T O  T H E  

L I F E  O F  D E N I S  A N D  O F  H I S  

H U M A N I S T I C ,  A R T I S T I C  A N D  

A L P I N E  A C T I V I T I E S  !  

M a n u e l l a  M a u r y ,  m e m b e r  o f  L u k l a s s
S u p p o r t  C o m m i t t e e ,  v e r y  c o m m i t t e d
t o  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  w e n t  t o  N e p a l  i n
2 0 1 9  f o r  t h e  i n a u g u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  n e w
s c h o o l  c o m p l e x  a t  C h a u r i k h a r k a .
S h e  d i s c o v e r s  t h e  w o r k  o f  D e n i s
t h r o u g h  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  t h a t  h e
f o u n d e d  a n d  m e e t s  t h e  s c h o o l
c h i l d r e n .

B i r t h  o f  a  d o c u m e n t a r y

She  chooses  to  he lp  us  c rea te  a

podcas t  to  r ecount  the  impac t  o f  the

schoo l  cons t ruc t i on  on  an  ent i r e

commun i t y .

She  s t a r t s  by  i n te r v i ew ing  Den i s

Be r tho le t  and  i n s ta l l s  an  improv i sed

reco rd ing  s tud io  a t  the  home  o f  he r

f r i end  and  ne ighbour ,  René  Gre ine r ,  a t

Mase .

Manue l l a  comes  out  o f  the  i n te r v i ew

comple te l y  ove rcome  by  the i r  r i ch

conve r sa t i on  and  chooses  to  ded ica te

a  f i lm  to  the  unusua l  ca ree r  o f  th i s

h igh  mounta in  gu ide ,  photog raphe r ,

f i lm  maker ,  a l t ru i s t  and  v i s i ona r y .

 

A t  t h e  f o o t  o f  M o n t - B l a n c - d e -
C h e i l o n

Manue l l a  ask s  Den i s  which  l oca t i on  he

wou ld  l i ke  to  see  aga in  and  as  a  r e su l t

she  t akes  h im  to  the  Dix  Mounta in  Hut

(Cabane  des  Dix ) ,  a t  the  f oo t  o f  Mont -

B lanc -de -Che i l on ,  wi th  Roma in  Gue la t

and  Gi l l e s  Abravane l  who  f i lm  and

reco rd  the  sound  i n  o rde r  to  ga the r

h i s  t e s t imony  !  A l l  th ree  o f f e r  the

as soc i a t i on  the i r  day  o f  work  and

va luab le  t ime  !  The  documenta r y  wi l l

con t inue  i n  2022  wi th  the

consu l t a t i on  o f  Den i s ’  a rch i ved  photos

and  f i lms ,  and  wi l l  be  f o l l owed  by  a

v i s i t  to  Nepa l  i n  o rde r  to  i n te r v i ew  the

f i r s t  pup i l s  a t  Luk la  and  Chaur i kha rka

who  have  now  become  mayor ,

pres iden t  o f  an  NGO ,  d i rec to r  o f

N ico le  Niqu i l l e  Hosp i t a l ,  o f f i c i a l  i n

cha rge  o f  Eve re s t  Nat iona l  Pa rk ,

d i rec to r s  o f  t r ek  agenc ie s… !

“ T H E  D I X  M O U N T A I N  H U T  I S
O V E R A W E D  B Y  T H E  S C E N E R Y  O F  T H E
M O N T - B L A N C - D E - C H E I L O N  !  »  
D .  B E R T H O L E T

"
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